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Introduction

Background

59 million children are out of school worldwide," and about half of these live in countries with armed conflict.
Since 2013, there has been a series of attacks on schools in at least 21 countries experiencing armed conflict
and insecurity, and military use of schools has been documented in 24 countries.? The consequences for
children are serious. Students and teachers can be killed, and their school buildings damaged by attacks.
Weapons can be left on school premises, and the children also face looting of schools and education
material’. When this happens, it can disrupt a child’s education, and may stop these children from getting an
education® The Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA) decided to start developing
guidelines for how to protect schools and universities from military use in armed conflict. This work began in
2012, and the Guidelines to Protect Schools and Universities from Military Use during Armed Conflict were
launched at the Safe Schools Conference in Oslo, in May 2015. 37 states endorsed the Safe Schools
Declaration in Oslo, on May 29t 2015. By endorsing the Safe Schools Declaration, the states commit to
implement the Guidelines for Protecting Schools and Universities from Military Use during Armed Conflict
(hereafter called “the Guidelines”). It shows their political commitment to protect education from attack,
although it is not legally binding. To date, there are 60 signatories to the declaration, and this number
continues to increase.

Schools as Zones of Peace is a Save the Children led project, funded by EU humanitarian aid, that aims to
secure children’s safety to, from an in school, and to avoid that education is disrupted because of armed
conflict. We do this by working with children, school management and local communities, and by influencing
local, national and global policies. Locally, the project aims to secure safe learning environments in conflict
and post-conflict situations, raise awareness among communities and families, school management and
children, and build local and national level engagement to protect education. This includes using
participatory tools and methods to engage children. This is a way to implement the Safe Schools Declaration
through a bottom-up approach by engaging local schools and communities.

Purpose

The purpose of this guide is to support Save the Children offices and field staff (teachers, facilitators etc.), as
well as other organisations, in how to make children, parents and communities familiar with the Safe Schools
Declaration and the Guidelines for Protecting Schools and Universities from Military Use during Armed
Conflict® and using the Schools as Zones of Peace illustrations. Save the Children Norway has in
collaboration with Schools as Zones of Peace project staff given input to an illustrator who has produced 14
illustrations. Seven of these depict a positive and safe educational environment, with active children and
teachers, and community participation (hereafter called the positive illustrations). The other seven show the
harmful practices related to military use and attacks on education (hereafter called the negative
illustrations). These illustrations are intended to inspire the discussion on how to protect schools from
military use and thereby how to protect children and teachers. The guide offers inspiration to make use of
the Schools as Zones of Peace illustrations. The guidance is based on resources available in Save the Children
and our experience from activities with children in conflicts. Reference to existing material is made
throughout the guide. The first part of the guide focuses on overall approaches and gives general tools on

" UNESCO (2015): http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/oosc-data-release-2015.aspx

2 Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA).

3 Based on the Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack’s (GCPEA) website: http://www.protectingeducation.org/what-impact.
Save the Children is @ member of and cooperates closely with the GCPEA.

“ http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpl4E/b.8744729/k.64D9/Attacks_on_Education.htm?msource=pcolpedum713

5 Please see: http://www.protectingeducation.org/sites/default/files/documents/safe_schools _declaration-final.pdf and
http://protectingeducation.org/sites/default/files/documents/guidelines _en.pdf
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working and talking with children about their experiences in conflicts and disaster situations. Boys and girls
may have different experiences, and we must make sure to reach out to everybody, also the hardest to reach
boys and girls. The second part of the guide introduces specific activities that relate to each of the Schools as
Zones of Peace illustrations.

Intended Use

The guide is meant as a tool for Save the Children or any other organisation’s project staff and
teachers/facilitators in the schools. It is intended as an overview of suggested activities. However, the Save
the Children country office or organisation using the illustrations or this guide should only conduct activities
that are suitable in their respective context. It is up to the country office and partners to determine whether
an activity is appropriate in a given situation. In the work with the Schools as Zones of Peace-project it might
be an idea for the school administration to appoint focal points e.g. protection focal points among teachers,
who are specifically trained to be able to support and guide children with special needs or in need of
psychosocial support, and have designated times during the day when they are available for children to come
and talk to them in a safe space (like an office). These should be both female and male. It is up to each school
in collaboration with the Save the Children country office or organisation to decide what is most appropriate
for their context.

Save the Children staff can make use of the guidance when organizing training/workshops for the facilitators
and teachers, and plan the capacity building of the field staff around the approaches and activities described
in the guide.

The facilitators/teachers can use the activities directly in their work with children and parents and
communities. The guide is generic, so Save the Children offices might wish to contextualize some or all of the
activities. It is up to the Country Offices to adjust the activities to the context where needed, and take
appropriate consideration to what is possible within their specific context.

Outline of the document

This guidance starts with an introduction of how to work with children in conflict affected settings, and
outlines general guidance for this. Part | outlines examples of activities for children, divided into activities
appropriate for the following age groups 5-6, 7-9 and 10-15. Part Il is dedicated to activities to be conducted
with parents, the first of these to be done before the activities start with the children. Below is an outline of
the sessions and target groups.

Part Number Title arget Group
I Session 1 Introduction to the Safe Schools Declaration Children

| Session 2 Safe Route to and from School Children

| Session 3 Safe Learning Environment Children

| Session 4 Safe and Active Learning Children

I Session5 Collaboration with Parents and Communities Children

Il Session 1 Introductory Meeting/VWorkshop Adults

I Session 2  Follow up with Parents: Ensuring Children are Safe at School Adults
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Age Groups
The positive illustrations can be shared with the children, they can take them home, and they can work with
them after the teacher has introduced them.

The negative illustrations should be used with caution and only for the oldest age group and for adults:

For children 5-6 years old: Only use the positive illustrations.

For children 7-9 years old: Only use the positive illustrations. Specific activities for this group are included in
the activities for the older age group.

For children 10- 15 years old: The teacher can use all the illustrations with this group.

Important Note Concerning the Illustrations Depicting Harmful Practices

The illustrations depicting harmful practices should only be used in the classroom. The teacher should take
care to organize the situations where they are used. These illustrations depicting harmful practices will only
be in available in poster sizes, so that the children cannot bring them home. The teacher should take care to
ensure that these posters are not visible or on display when not in use. The reason for this is to avoid
children below the age of 10 seeing these illustrations in a situation where there is no teacher or facilitator
to help them process what they are seeing. Therefore, these posters should not be hung in the classroom
permanently, but should be only put up during the sessions discussing the specific situations depicted in the
negative illustrations, before they are removed and in the care of the teacher/facilitator. The teacher should
also work to prevent too much focus on negative situations, by always ending sessions on a positive note and
with activities that help the children deal with the situation (see below point on “change the mood” for
inspiration for how this can be done). During the sessions with parents, explain that the negative illustrations
will be used with the older children, so that the parents are prepared and ready for discussions on this with
the children.

What to Keep in Mind When Working with Children in Conflict Situations

The below is intended as an overall guidance for working with children and parents in conflict situations and
overall tools that can be used in the sessions described in his guidance.

Safety of Children

Our primary concern is the safety of children. Throughout this guidance, a variety of activities have been
suggested. Facilitators must prepare for each of these sessions and always ensure that the safety of children
is never compromised. None of the activities suggested in this guide should be conducted in a context where
there is any chance that this might put a child at risk, or increase the risk for the children participating in the
activity. Country Offices implementing should take careful consideration when going through this guide, and
only conduct activities that are appropriate for your context, and contextualise activities as appropriate and
necessary.

Respect each other’s private information

Let the children/parents/teachers know at the start of working with these illustrations that while working
with the children in the classroom or the parents at a meeting it shall be a safe space. The teacher must take
some time during the first day of working with the illustrations to explain that these sessions are a safe space
and the teacher/facilitator will respect the children’s confidentiality. The teacher/facilitator can use the
following example to guide this discussion:





























































































