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@ Save the Children

1 Summary

This guide will give an introduction to the Schools as Zones of Peace project. After reading this document, the
organisation should be able to (a) understand the purpose of Schools as Zones of Peace, (b) learn about key activities
that can be implemented in a Schools as Zones of Peace project (c) and should be able to determine whether Schools
as Zones of Peace would be appropriate in a given context.

How to use this Guide:

This Guide should be used by organisations or Save the Children Country Offices that wish to have an overview of
what Schools as Zones of Peace is, and how it has been implemented in Save the Children programmes across
various contexts. This guide gives a brief introduction to the key activities, and should be of support in deciding
whether to implement Schools as Zones of Peace.

Within this Guide there are links to more detailed guidance documents. These provide more details on key
components of the project. These guidance documents also provide some links to examples of tools for
implementation, but the lists of tools are not exhaustive, and the tools would need to be contextualised.

Schools as Zones of Peace continues to develop, and therefore it is encouraged to also get in touch with Save the
Children Norway to know about new developments or lessons learned from implementation.




2SZ0P terms and abbreviations

ANSA: Armed Non-State Actors

CoC: Code of Conduct

GCPEA: Global Coadlition to Protect Education from Attack

INEE: The Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies

MRM: Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism on grave violations of children’s rights in situations of armed conflict
SCI: Save the Children International

SCN: Save the Children Norway

SDMC: School Disaster Management Committees

SSD: Safe Schools Declaration

SZOP: Schools as Zones of Peace



3introduction

First developed in Sri Lanka, and introduced to Nepal in 2001, Schools as Zones of
Peace was vital to ensure continued access to education for children in Nepal
during the civil war. With the global acknowledgement of the problem of attacks
on education and the subsequent development and “launch” of the Safe Schools
Declaration in 2015, Save the Children Norway decided to build on what had been
done in Nepal to develop a new pilot that would be linked to the Safe Schools
Declaration.

This project started in oPt and DRC and has been expanded to South Sudan and
Niger. Schools as Zones of Peace is contextualised in each of these countries. The
activities presented below are adapted to the context, and some are only done in
one of the implementing countries. The below seeks to present an introduction of
the various activities conducted within Schools as Zones of Peace.

What is included in the guidance document?

This guidance starts with the background on what Schools as Zones of Peace is,
when it should be used, and includes an overview of key activities of the Schools as
Zones of Peace project. It also includes links to more detailed guidance documents
as outlined below.

1. Guide to Baseline Assessment for SZOP
Guide to School Safety Management for SZOP
Guide to Code of Conduct for SZOP

Guide to Reporting, Referral and Follow-up Mechanisms for SZOP
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Guide to Contextualisation of the Safe Schools Declaration

In addition to the five guides, this document also links to the SZOP illustrations
that outline harmful and positive practices at schools, and a guidance for how to
use these illustrations with children and adults. This material is available for use in
French, Arabic and English (the illustrations are also available in Swahili).

Finally, this document also includes suggested indicators for implementation of the
project.

The project is funded by:

* * %
* *
* *
*
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European Union

Civil Protection and
Humanitarian Aid

This document covers humanitarian aid activities implemented with the financial assistance of the European Union. The views
expressed herein should not be taken, in any way, to reflect the official opinion of the European Union, and the European
Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains.

HISTORY OF SCHOOLS AS
ZONES OF PEACE

In Nepal, the SZOP concept was
initially established as a strategy
to protect schools from the
impact of political disturbances
and violence during the internal
conflict that affected the country
from 1996 to 2006. Initiatives
established as part of the work on
SZOPs included: the construction
of boundary walls for schools as a
physical protection from attack
and stimulation of community
engagement to ensure schools
were declared “zones of peace”.

Key amongst the underlying
principles of the concept of SZOP
is the notion that the home,
school and the community are all
connected for peace. The
importance of mobilizing and
empowering children themselves
as promoters of peace is also
crucial.

Successful approaches include: an
emphasis on the active and willing
participation of the community,
the utilization of media and the
engagement of academic
institutions, NGOs and local civil
society to mobilize resources and
support and ensure the issue is
placed on the public agenda. As a
result, in 2011 the Government of
Nepal declared all schools,
including higher education, zones
of peace.

(from SCN Guidance Note, Schools
as Zones of Peace, February 2013)




4What is the purpos&a0P

In the below paragraphs, the rationale behind the need for Schools as Zones of Peace is explained.

What is the Problem: Military Use of and Attacks on Schools

59 million children are out of school worldwide," and about half of these live in countries with armed conflict. Since 2013, there
has been a series of attacks on schools in at least 21 countries experiencing armed conflict and insecurity, and military use of
schools has been documented in 24 countries.? The consequences for children are serious. Students and teachers can be killed,
and their school buildings damaged or destroyed by attacks. Weapons can be left on school premises, and the children also
face looting of schools and education material.? These unnerving barriers to education disrupt their schooling, and prevent
these children from reaching their true potential.4

To address this problem, 37 states endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration in Oslo, on May 29t 2015. By endorsing the
Declaration, which is a political commitment that was drafted through a consultative process led by Norway and Argentina,
states demonstrate their political commitment to better protect students, teachers, schools, and universities during armed
conflict. The community of endorsing states continues to grow and, to date, there are over 60 signatories to the Declaration.
By endorsing the Safe Schools Declaration, states commit to implement the Guidelines for Protecting Schools and Universities from
Military Use during Armed Conflict.>

Although states sign the Safe Schools Declaration, there is no global follow-up mechanism to ensure implementation of the
Declaration. The Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack has developed guidance documents for the use of states,
local communities and schools/teachers over the past two years, however there is for organisations wanting to work at
school level, there are less practical tools. This is the background for this project.

The Global Framework

The Safe Schools Declaration

The Safe Schools Declaration is a declaration that states may sign to express their political support for protecting education
during armed conflict. It is a short document that outlines the problem of military use of schools and universities and attacks
on education, and the consequences for children. It explains how important it is to maintain education in a conflict situation.
By endorsing the Safe Schools Declaration, States also endorse the Guidelines, and commit to bring them into domestic policy
and operational frameworks as far as possible and appropriate. Furthermore, States commit to collect data and/or facilitate
data collection on military use and attacks on schools, including data on victims, as well as provide assistance to the victims.
States also commit to investigate allegations of violations of national and international law, and to develop and promote
conflict-sensitive approaches to education. The Declaration also seeks to promote educational continuity in conflict situations,
and encourages States to support the efforts of the UN Security Council, the Special Representative of the Secretary General
on children and armed conflict, and other relevant UN organs, entities and agencies. Finally, states commit to meet regularly
with relevant civil society and international organisations to review implementation of the Safe Schools Declaration and the
Guidelines.

TUNESCO (2015): http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/oosc-data-release-2015.aspx

2 Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA).
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