
MYANMAR 
Reports of attacks on schools, teachers, and students occurred at a similar rate to the previous reporting period, though 
challenges continued in accessing conflict-affected areas. State security forces used dozens of schools for military 
purposes in Rakhine, Shan, and Kachin states. Attacks on higher education increased in this period, due to repression 
and arrests of university students during education-related and anti-government protests. 

Context  
Hostilities between the Myanmar Armed forces, known as the Tatmadaw, and ethnic armed groups in Rakhine, Kachin, 
Shan, and Karen States, escalated throughout the reporting period.1192 In 2019, the UN reported that the implementation 
of peace agreements between the government and ethnic armed groups had largely stalled amidst increasing tensions 
between parties to the conflict.1193 Fighting between the Tatmadaw and ethnic Rakhine insurgents, such as the Arakan 
Army, also intensified in 2018 and the first half of 2019.1194 

Following a series of attacks on police and border guard posts in August 2017, the Myanmar military launched an oper-
ation targeting the Rohingya minority in Rakhine state, forcibly displacing an estimated 738,800 Rohingya Muslims to 
Bangladesh to escape the violence, including 16,676 Rohingya refugees in 2018 alone.1195 By the end of 2019, UNHCR 
estimated that 854,704 Rohingya refugees were in Cox’s Bazaar refugee camp in Bangladesh.1196 In 2019, over 680,000 
Rohingya refugee children were estimated to be in need of humanitarian assistance in Cox’s Bazaar, most of whom did 
not have access to formal or non-formal learning opportunities.1197 

In 2018, after a 15-month investigation, a United Nations-mandated fact-finding mission concluded that the abuses 
committed by the Tatmadaw in Kachin, Rakhine, and Shan States since 2011 constituted crimes against humanity and 
war crimes.1198 According to a mapping of satellite data by the UN, 30 Rohingya villages in Rakhine state were destroyed 
between November 2018 and May 2019.1199 Conflict also impacted civilians in Kachin, Shan, Kayin, and Chin states. As 
of December 2019, OCHA reported that a total of around 97,000 displaced persons in Kachin state and 9,600 displaced 
persons in Shan state were living in camps or camp-like settings.1200 In 2018 and 2019, humanitarian organizations 
faced access restrictions, which prevented populations in need from accessing services.1201 

In January 2019, the UN reported that nearly 68,000 children remained in displacement camps in Rakhine state, as a 
result of 2012 violence, many of whom had little or no access to formal education.1202 For non-displaced Rohingya chil-
dren in Rakhine state, quality of and access to education was negatively impacted by discriminatory government prac-
tices, such as the language of instruction, de facto segregated schools, and restrictions on movement.1203 The UN 
reported in 2018 that Rohingya students had been unable to enroll at Sittwe University in Rakhine state since 20121204 

In January 2019, ongoing fighting between the Myanmar military and the Arakan Army forced the closure of 31 schools 
in Rakhine state, at least 16 of which were located in Buthidaung township, as reported to Radio Free Asia by the deputy 
director of Rakhine state’s Education Department.1205 

Attacks on schools 
Over the 2017-2019 reporting period, GCPEA collected almost 30 reported incidents of attacks on schools in Myanmar. 
As in the previous reporting period, monitoring and reporting in conflict-affected areas remained constrained, and a 
possibility of underreporting existed, according to the UN.1206 However, from early January 2018, improvements to com-
munity-led monitoring and reporting, and collaboration with the government, improved reporting, which may have con-
tributed to higher numbers of reported attacks on education than in previous years.1207 

In 2017, the UN verified 15 attacks on schools and protected personnel in Myanmar.1208 Of these verified events, the UN 
reported that on September 17, 2017 the Tatmadaw burned down three religious schools, including all of the educational 
material, affecting approximately 1,500 students in Gaw Du Thar Ra village, Maungdaw township.1209 GCPEA also iden-
tified five media reports of attacks on schools in 2017 which occurred in Rakhine and Shan states,1210  although it was 
not clear whether any of these were included in the UN-verified events. 

In 2018, attacks decreased as compared to the previous year. In this period, the UN documented five attacks on schools 
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in Myanmar, all of which occurred in Kachin state.1211 At least one attack involved an explosive device.1212 In addition, 
GCPEA identified one report of an attack on a school through media sources. According to local media World Watch 
Monitor and Christian Solidarity Worldwide, on May 12, 2018, aerial bombs struck the Kachin Baptist Mission School in 
Bawmwang village, northern Kachin state, hitting the administrative office of the middle school. No casualties were re-
ported.1213 International media The Guardian reported in May 2018 that this incident occurred during a period of inten-
sified violence against the Christian minority in Kachin state.1214 

In 2019, attacks on schools slightly increased as compared with the previous year. The UN verified 12 attacks on schools 
in 2019.1215 In addition, GCPEA identified ten media, UN, and NGO reports of schools and learning materials being dam-
aged or affected by crossfire, arson, shelling, and explosives.1216 Examples included: 

Amnesty International reported that on January 13, 2019, armed assailants attacked a majority Mro village, in -
the Buthidaung township, with gunfire and explosives, causing villagers to flee. A local resident reported to 
Amnesty International that the school and houses were damaged.1217 

On June 13, 2019, the UN and local media reported that the Tatmadaw attacked the village of Yraw Haung Taw, -
in Mrauk-U township, and fired munitions which struck a school while students were inside. The attack damaged 
the school and injured at least one student at the school.1218 

Local media reported that on December 8, 2019, an artillery shell allegedly exploded near a high school in Myo -
Thit Ward, in Paletwa Township, Chin State. The school was allegedly located in the same ward as Burma Army’s 
Light Infantry Battalion 289. The school reportedly closed for one week.1219 

Attacks on school students, teachers, and other personnel 
Between 2017 and 2019, GCPEA collected at least five reports of attacks on school students, teachers, and other per-
sonnel. Students and teachers were arrested, detained, and held hostage during this reporting period. In 2017, three 
reported attacks on school personnel occurred in Shan and Kachin states; these are included in the 15 attacks on 
schools verified by the UN and reported above.1220 

In 2018, GCPEA identified one reported attack on school students in Myanmar. According to media reports, the United 
Wa State Army in Shan state reportedly took hostage 42 Wa students and 92 Lahu Christian leaders in Shan state around 
September 25, 2018. The Lahu Baptist church issued a statement that more students had been abducted but only those 
of Wa ethnicity were detained. The detained students were suspected of being used by the armed group; however, the 
age of students was not disclosed.1221 The UN reported the use of children by the United Wa State Army in 2018.1222 

In 2019, GCPEA identified at least one incident of attack on a school student. UN and local media sources reported that 
on December 6, 2019, armed clashes occurred near a school in Pike The, Kyauktaw, Rakhine state, causing students to 
flee the building. While attempting to return home, a nine-year-old boy was struck by bullets and was killed in front of 
the school.1223 

GCPEA also received anecdotal evidence that children had been injured on the way to or from school in Kayah state 
when the Tatmadaw artillery camps conducted drills near schools.1224 

Military use of schools and universities 
Between 2017 and 2019, the UN documented over 50 reported cases of military use of schools. Under the grave viola-
tions monitoring and reporting mechanism, the UN found that Tatmadaw forces used schools for barracks, detention 
centers, and as locations for perpetrating sexual violence against women and children.1225 

Reports of military use of schools increased in comparison to the previous reporting period, when use by state and 
non-state groups occurred between two and six times per year. However, this may have been due to improvements in 
monitoring. In 2017, the UN documented two incidents of military use of schools in Kachin state, one of which was ver-
ified.1226 By comparison, in 2018, the UN received 32 alleged reports of military use, 30 of which occurred in Rakhine 
state and two in Kachin state.1227 Militaries generally camped in schools while patrolling areas of the state and generally 
occupied the buildings for one to seven days, causing limited disruption to education, according to sources in the 
field.1228 GCPEA also identified one media report of the use of a school in Kachin state in 2018. According to local media 
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Kachinland News, on April 2, 2018, the KIA 11th Battalion and the Tatmadaw reportedly clashed at the Dum Bung village, 
Myitkyina township in Kachin state. About 30 Tatmadaw troops were stationed in the village school where the fighting 
occurred.1229 

In 2019, the UN verified 51 cases of military use of schools in Myanmar.1230 GCPEA also compiled three reports of state 
armed forces using schools to detain men and boys in Rakhine state during this time, one of which was documented 
by the UN: 

On February 22, 2019, Radio Free Asia reported that during an attack on Min Bu village, Rathedaung township, -
Rakhine state, the Tatmadaw used a school to detain and violently interrogate 11 villagers.1231 

Amnesty International reported that on March 19, 2019, state armed forces attacked Hnget Taw Ya village in -
Minbya township, Rakhine state, and detained at least five men at Pan Myaung Ywar Thit school.1232 

In April and May 2019, the UN reported that the Tatmadaw used a school in Kyauk Tan village, Rathedaung town--
ship, in northern Rakhine state, to detain at least 275 men and boys. The report stated that, on May 2, 2019, 
the army opened fire on detainees inside the school, killing six and wounding eight. On May 10, 2019, at least 
40 Rakhine boys and men continued to be detained in the school.1233 

Sexual violence at, or on the way to or from, school or university 
In 2017 and 2018, the UN reported that Tatmadaw soldiers perpetrated sexual violence against women and girls in 
schools in Rakhine state, based on eyewitness and survivor accounts.1234 In one specific incident in an unnamed village, 
a girl survived an incident of rape by a Tatmadaw soldier in the local school and reported that several other women and 
girls were sexually abused at the same time.1235 The UN noted that access restrictions and stigma likely led to an un-
derrepresentation of the prevalence of sexual violence and rape in Rakhine state.1236  

GCPEA also identified one media report in 2017 of sexual violence by armed groups at a school. On October 27, 2017, in 
a village in Shan state, two Ta’ang National Liberation Army soldiers reportedly raped a female education staff member. 
As a protective measure, local education authorities forced the closure of the local elementary school and ordered 
seven personnel and 14 teachers to leave the town, following the incident.1237 

Attacks on higher education 
Between 2017 and 2019, GCPEA identified at least six attacks on higher education students. These attacks occurred at 
a similar rate to the previous reporting period, which saw a at least two in attacks in 2015.1238 

GCPEA identified one media report of an attack on higher education students in 2017.1239 In 2018 and 2019, there was 
an increase in student protests at universities in Mandalay and throughout the country. Student protests were forcibly 
disrupted, and dozens of students were detained and, in some cases, suspended from studies. Authorities detained 
nearly 100 students in 2018 and 2019 during the following reported incidents: 

On January 22, 2018, student protests erupted at several universities across the country. Students from several -
universities assembled at Yadanbon University in Mandalay to demand an increase in the national education 
budget, according to local and international media sources.1240 At least 72 students were reportedly detained 
on January 25 and released soon after, according to The Irawaddy.1241 Following the event, Scholars at Risk also 
reported the expulsions of 34 students from their universities.1242 

On December 28, 2018, students allegedly burned a coffin with photos of government and university officials -
at Yadanapon University, Amarapura Township, Mandalay state, leading to the arrest of four students during 
the protest and three other students on January 2, 2019. The seven students were detained, and Amarapura 
Township Court sentenced them on February 13, 2019, to two months in prison for violating the peaceful as-
sembly law, and to three months’ hard labor for burning effigies, according to Scholars at Risk and a local media 
source.1243 
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On January 2, 2019, police arrested four students during a peaceful protest at that gates of Yadanapon Unuiv--
ersity, Amarapura, Mandalay state. Students were protesting insufficient security facilities and maintenance, 
according to Scholars at Risk.1244 

Between July 12 and 14, 2019, Scholars at Risk reported that state security forces detained and charged eight -
university students in Yangon who had taken part in a student march commemorating the anniversary of a 1962 
student protest in which as many as 100 students were killed. The students reportedly chanted anti-government 
slogans during the march, on July 7. The students were charged with “protesting without permission from au-
thorities,” according to the report. Two students remained in detention at the time of writing.1245 
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