
MOZAMBIQUE  
In Cabo Delgado province, over 100 educational facilities were damaged or destroyed due to armed conflict 
during the reporting period. In addition, GCPEA identified sporadic reports of attacks on school teachers in 
Cabo Delgado province. In Manica and Sofala provinces, an armed opposition group threatened or attacked 
schools and schoolteachers in 2020.  

Context  
During the 2020-2021 reporting period, armed conflict escalated in Mozambique’s northern Cabo Delgado province, 
and continued in central Manica and Sofala provinces, where armed groups attacked civilians and engaged in hostilities 
with state armed forces, police, and private security contractors.1045 
A non-state armed group, known locally as “Al-Shabab”1046 or Al-Sunna wa Jama’a (ASWJ), which was reportedly affiliated 
with Islamic State (IS), began attacking civilians and civilian infrastructure in Cabo Delgado province in 2017 and in-
creased its activity in 2019 and 2020, according to the UN and other international organizations.1047 In 2020, Cabo Del-
gado experienced its deadliest year of conflict, with 1,600 fatalities, three times more than in 2019, according to 
ACLED.1048  “Al-Shabab” violently captured the town of Mocímboa da Praia in August 2020; the government regained 
control of the town one year later.1049 Human Rights Watch reported in 2021 that the armed group had abducted and 
used hundreds of women and children, using boys1050 and sexually abusing or enslaving girls.1051 Amnesty International 
reported that in efforts to combat insurgents, Mozambican security forces harassed, tortured, or killed civilians accused 
of cooperating with the non-state armed group, and that a government-contracted security company conducted aerial 
attacks which affected civilians.1052 
In 2021, the UN reported that more than 744,900 people were internally displaced in Cabo Delgado, Nampula, Niassa, 
Sofala and Zambezia provinces due to insecurity,1053 and that 1.6 million people required humanitarian assistance, 
around half of whom were children.1054 Mozambique continued to experience extreme weather events which further 
compounded the humanitarian situation.1055  
In addition, the Renamo Military Junta, a splinter group from the Renamo armed opposition group, continued to perpe-
trate attacks on civilians in 2020, despite a peace agreement between the government and Renamo in 2019, according 
to Human Rights Watch and international media.1056 The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
reported that, at the end of 2020, the Renamo Military Junta had closed its bases in Sofala and that the leader had an-
nounced a ceasefire.1057 
In 2021 alone, the government reported that over 120,000 students had been affected by violence in Cabo Delgado 
province.1058 In March 2021, education authorities in Cabo Delgado announced that, as a result of violent attacks, 214 
schools were non-operational and would remain closed during the academic year.1059 In October 2020, school closures 
due to armed violence reportedly affected around 5,000 students and 131 teachers in Manica province.1060 In addition 
to conflict, education in northern and central Mozambique was affected by both Covid-19 and natural disasters during 
the reporting period. The government closed schools in March 2020 due to the pandemic; schools reopened in March 
2021.1061 
Mozambique was not profiled in Education under Attack 2020 so no comparison can be made with previous reporting 
periods.  

Attacks on schools 
In the 2020-2021 reporting period, GCPEA identified reports of over 100 incidents in which schools were damaged or 
destroyed in Mozambique, primarily in Cabo Delgado province. GCPEA identified two reported incidents of attack on 
schools in Cabo Delgado in 20191062 and one incident in 2018.1063   

In 2020, GCPEA identified at least 19 reported incidents of attacks on schools.1064 In addition, in 2020, the government 
began reporting data on the number of schools damaged and destroyed since the beginning of the conflict; in February 
2020, the governor of Cabo Delgado province reported that 76 schools had been destroyed, affecting 16,760 students 
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and 285 teachers,1065 although GCPEA could not determine how many of these incidents occurred in 2020. In most inci-
dents of attacks on schools identified by GCPEA, attackers either alleged or verified to be part of the “Al-Shabab” armed 
group set fire to schools. Furthermore, Amnesty International reported in February 2021 that private security forces, 
working for the Mozambican government and using armed helicopters, had indiscriminately attacked civilian infrastruc-
ture between March and June 2020, including schools and hospitals, according to interviews conducted on the 
ground.1066  Examples of reported attacks included: 

On January 29, 2020, gunmen allegedly burned four schools, including the Agrarian Institute of Bilibiza, in Bil-•
ibiza, Quissanga district, Cabo Delgado province, according to Club of Mozambique, Reuters, and Deutsche 

Welle.1067 While 11 students and seven teachers were present at the Agrarian Institute at the time of attack, 
none were harmed. The Institute, which served 400 students, was run by the Agha Khan Foundation and was 
the only technical high school in Cabo Delgado.1068 

Amnesty International reported that on March 25, 2020, an armed group attacked Quissanga city, Quissanga •
district, Cabo Delgado province. The group burned a school, along with at least 386 other structures.1069 

Amnesty International and All Africa media reported that an armed group attacked Macomia town, Macomia •
district, Cabo Delgado province, on May 28, 2020. All Africa reported that the primary and technical schools 
were burned down, and an eyewitness informed Amnesty International that an unspecified number of schools 
were destroyed, and that all schools in the town were closed due to Covid-19 and the conflict.1070 

Club of Mozambique reported that on June 27, 2020, a school was burned during armed clashes in Mocimboa •
da Praia, Cabo Delgado province.1071 Amnesty International also reported that an armed group attacked Mo-
cimboa da Praia on June 27, 2020, and targeted government infrastructure.1072 

According to UN reporting, at least 220 schools were attacked in Cabo Delgado by early 2021, although it remained 
unclear whether all these attacks occurred in the reporting period.1073 Similarly, the Cabo Delgado Provincial Department 
of Education reported in March 2021 that 46 schools, or a total of 104 classrooms, had been destroyed due to attacks.1074 
Later, in April 2021, the government, as cited in local media, reported that 375 schools had been destroyed due to con-
flict.1075 As these reports may have contained incidents from earlier reporting periods or could have included other types 
of damage during conflict such as being used as IDP shelter, they were not included in the total number of attacks. 
Given the escalation of conflict in 2020, however, it is likely that many attacks took place during the reporting period.  
In addition, in Manica and Sofala provinces, Deutsche Welle reported that in January 2020, a member of the Renamo 
Military Junta threatened to attack the education system when students resumed school after vacation in February 2020. 
The militia member made the threat in retaliation against government forces, claiming that Mozambique Defence and 
Security Forces had abducted his family in December 2019.1076  
GCPEA did not identify any incident reports of attacks on schools in 2021. 

Attacks on school students, teachers, and other education personnel 
In 2020-2021, GCPEA identified occasional attacks on school students, teachers, and other education personnel, in 
both Sofala and Cabo Delgado provinces. In some instances, armed groups attacked teachers because of their associ-
ation with the government.1077  
In 2020, Mozambique’s National Teachers’ Organization reported that more than 750 teachers from primary and sec-
ondary schools in Cabo Delgado province had fled from their posts to Pemba, the capital of Cabo Delgado, to avoid at-
tacks by armed groups.1078 The organization did not state whether the teachers had received direct threats or were fleeing 
general insecurity. Education authorities in the province of Cabo Delgado reported in March 2021 that seven teachers 
had been killed1079 and, as of June 2021, 2,074 had been displaced as a result of terrorist attacks since the conflict 
began,1080 likely due to generalized violence.  
In 2020, GCPEA collected two incidents of attacks on teachers: 

Moçambique Media Online reported that on June 14, 2020, the body of the director of Marrongamissi II Primary •
School was found in Chizizira town, Búzi district, Sofala province. The report claimed that the Renamo Military 
Junta had abducted the teacher in May 2020.1081 
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Local media sources reported that on either October 31 or November 1, 2020, members of a non-state armed •
group killed a school teacher in Muidumbe district. The teacher had recently escaped a surge of violence in the 
area, according to the reports. The article also noted that the Matambalale Primary school where he worked 
had been attacked on an unspecified date.1082  

In 2021, GCPEA identified anecdotal evidence that teachers had received threats of violence in Cabo Delgado. For 
example, in July 2021, displaced teachers from Macomia district, Cabo Delgado province, voiced concerns about their 
safety and protested against government orders to return to school. Teachers told Deutsche Welle that they could not 
work effectively while “living in fear of being beheaded” and that they would be exposed like “shields of war.”1083 The 
Ministry of Education reported that eight teachers had been killed in Cabo Delgado province within the context of armed 
conflict in 2021, although GCPEA was unable to verify whether these deaths were in relation to their status as educa-
tors.1084 

Attacks on higher education 
During the 2020-2021 reporting period, GCPEA identified sporadic reports of attacks on higher education. General in-
security in Cabo Delgado province limited the academic activities of higher education students and staff during the re-
porting period according to World University News in October 2020, although armed groups reportedly had not targeted 
university students and academics at the time of writing.1085  
In 2020, GCPEA received a report that a teacher training college in Bilibiza, Quissanga district, Cabo Delgado province, 
was attacked on January 29, 2020.1086 According to Reuters, an armed group torched the college’s building, but no stu-
dents or staff were harmed.1087 
At the time of writing GCPEA had not identified any attacks on higher education in 2021. 
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