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Myanmar
 
As armed conflicts continued in Myanmar following the February 2021 military takeover, 
attacks on schools and universities and the military use of educational facilities continued at 
a high rate during the 2022-2023 reporting period. GCPEA identified over 245 reports of 
attacks on schools and at least 190 reports of military use.

Context

Violence and insecurity increased in Myanmar during the reporting period, as both armed and peaceful resis-
tance against the military junta that seized power in February 2021 continued, along with military violence 
against the resistance.1 The fragile ceasefire between the Arakan Army and the military broke down in July 
2022, resulting in months of heavy fighting in Rakhine state and Chin state, until an informal ceasefire was 
reached in November 2022.2 Fighting between armed resistance groups, including the Arakan Army, as well 
as other ethnic armed organizations and people’s defense forces, and the military, intensified in late 2023, 
particularly in northern Shan, Rakhine, Kayah and Chin states, and Sagaing region, according to International 
Crisis Group and the UN.3 

Media outlets and The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) reported that the military con-
tinued to carry out high levels of violence, sometimes fatal, against civilians.4 A number of pro-junta militias 
also reportedly perpetrated grave human rights violations, as reported by Amnesty International.5 As the con-
flict between the military and armed resistance groups continued, the UN reported that the military was in-
creasingly using fighter jets and helicopter gunships.6 The UN also reported that grave violations against 
children increased in 2022 compared to the previous year, including increases in the number of abductions and 
children killed and maimed.7 At least 150 civilians were killed, including 35 children, in an attack on Pa Zi Gyi 
village, Sagaing region, on April 11, 2023.8   

The humanitarian situation deteriorated significantly during the reporting period. The UN reported that 18.6 
million people were in need of humanitarian assistance at the end of 2023, including 5.8 million children.9 
Fighting, which especially affected the northwest and southeast of the country, led the number of internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) to increase by over one million during the reporting period, reaching 2.6 million peo-
ple in December 2023.10  

Following Cyclone Mocha in May 2023, UN estimates indicated that over 1,200 schools had been damaged in 
Rakhine state and the northwest.11 According to the UN, children with disabilities were heavily impacted by 
the conflict, in particular their access to education, as school buildings with accessibility features were de-
stroyed.12 

Some schools run by de facto authorities reopened in June 2022 at the beginning of the school year, while 

many remained closed in Kachin, Kayah, and Chin states, and approximately 50 percent of schools in Sagaing 
region, where conflict was particularly intense, were still closed at the end of September 2022.13 According to 
the UN, while reported enrolment in schools run by the de facto authorities increased in 2022, this did not al-
ways indicate attendance, and demand for alternative and non-formal education systems increased.14 This 
dual education system continued to put teachers and students in both systems at risk of attack, as attendance 
could be construed as either support for the military junta, or for the resistance.15 Nationwide, at least 30 per-
cent of school-age children were not formally enrolled in any learning at the end of 2023.16

Attacks on schools

During the reporting period, GCPEA identified at least 245 attacks on schools nationwide. In comparison, 
GCPEA identified 200 attacks on schools in 2020 and 2021, most of which occurred after the military takeover 
in 2021.17 The majority of the attacks during the current reporting period involved the use of explosive weap-
ons, although some attacks also involved arson and small arms fire. 

GCPEA identified over 130 attacks in 2022.18 The UN verified 78 attacks on schools in 2022, attributed most-
ly to the military.19 Since it was unclear how many of these attacks overlapped with reports that GCPEA col-
lected, the UN number was not added to the total number of attacks on schools in this report, to avoid double 
counting. Examples of incidents identified by GCPEA included:

• On January 6, 2022, an explosive device detonated in front of a high school in Kin Mun Chaung village, 
Kyaikto township, Mon state, as reported by local media BNI Online; reports indicated that three people 
were injured, but did not specify their status as students or personnel.20

• In late March 2022, an airstrike struck a school in Hpapun township, Kayin state, as reported by Amnesty 
International, ACLED, and local media Mizzima.21

• On May 31, 2022, an explosive device detonated at an education office in Naung Cho, Kyaukme district, 
Shan state, as reported by international media; a female headteacher was reportedly killed and at least six 
other staff were reportedly injured.22

• On June 15, 2022, explosive devices detonated at a high school and another school in Mogok city, Manda-
lay region, as reported by local media Democratic Voice of Burma.23

• On September 16, 2022, at least 11 children were killed when military forces attacked a school within a 
monastery compound in Let Yet Kone village, Tabayin township, Sagaing region, where at least 200 chil-
dren were in classes, as reported by the UN and the BBC.24 

• The UN reported that an airstrike destroyed a primary school in Lu Thaw township, Kayin state, on Novem-
ber 8, 2022.25

• On November 23, 2022, a number of buildings, including a school, were burned in the village of Mon Hla, 
Khin-U township, Sagaing region, as reported by local and international media.26

The UN verified 117 attacks on schools in 2023.27 Separately, GCPEA collected at least 43 reports of attacks 
on schools that year.28 Since some of these may have overlapped with the attacks verified by the UN, they 
were not included in the total number of attacks on schools, to avoid double counting. For example:
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• On January 30, 2023, local media Democratic Voice of Burma reported that a school was set on fire in Hta 
Pauk Kone village, Pakokku district, Magway region.29

• On February 15, 2023, an airstrike destroyed a primary school in Pedae Kae village, Dooplaya district, Kar-
en state, as reported by local media BNI Online.30

• Between February 16 and 17, 2023, a high school was set on fire in Ka De village, Palaw township, Tanin-
tharyi region, as reported by local research group Southern Monitor.31

• The UN reported that, on June 27, 2023, gunfire hit a primary school in Nyaung Kone village, Pale town-
ship, Sagaing region, when a military jet dropped bombs and deployed gunfire.32 

• As reported by international media Radio Free Asia, on September 7, 2023, an airstrike hit a school dormi-
tory in Hpapun township, Kayin state, killing a teacher and three students.33

• On September 10, 2023, in Ka Paing village, Yinmarbin township, Sagaing region, a school operated by 
Civil Disobedience Movement teachers was reportedly shot at, which caused damage to the school, ac-
cording to Radio Free Asia; no students or staff were reported injured or killed.34

• On October 10, 2023, an airstrike destroyed a preschool at Mung Lai Hkyet displaced persons camp near 
Laiza town, Kachin state, as reported by Amnesty International and the Associated Press.35

Attacks on school students, teachers, and other education personnel

In the 2022-2023 reporting period, GCPEA identified 40 reported attacks on school students, teachers, and 
other education personnel in Myanmar. This represents an increase as compared to the period covered by 
Education under Attack 2022, in which GCPEA identified ten such attacks in 2021 and two in 2020.36 As ed-
ucation in Myanmar became increasingly politicized during the current reporting period, the UN reported that 
the military arrested teachers and students for teaching at, or attending, schools connected to opposition 
groups.37 The UN also reported that, as some children needed to pass checkpoints to access schools, atten-
dance decreased amid fears of violence, harassment, and forced recruitment.38 GCPEA also identified reports 
of teachers being targeted at home, based on whether they work in the school system under the military junta, 
or alternative opposition-supported schools. 

In 2022, GCPEA identified 34 reported attacks on school students and staff.39 Examples of attacks included:

• On July 3, 2022, in Tigyaing township, Sagaing region, local media reported that two female teachers were 
arrested.40

• On August 2, 2022, two 12-year-old students were killed, and two older students were injured by gunfire 
when they were traveling by boat on the way back from middle school in Paletwa township, Chin state, 
amid a firefight between the Arakan Army and the military, as reported by local media Network Media 
Group.41

• On October 19, 2022, Buanlung village, Hakha district, Chin state, was attacked with explosives, killing 
two primary school students who were on the way home from school, and injuring one other child, accord-
ing to reports from local media.42

GCPEA identified six attacks on teachers in 2023.43 For example:  

• The UN reported that, on January 12, 2023, members of anti-military armed groups shot and killed a prin-
cipal in Nat Mauk township, Magway region.44

• On December 13, 2023, the principal of a school in Tongzam, Chin state, received a threatening letter, in-
cluding a bullet, instructing him to cease classes and close the school, as reported by local media.45

Military use of schools and universities

GCPEA collected at least 190 reports of the military occupation of schools or universities during the reporting 
period; in most cases, schools and universities were used as military bases, although they were also used as 
fighting positions and interrogation centers. In comparison, during the previous reporting period the UN re-
ported 176 cases of military use in 2021 and verified 30 cases in 2020.46  The UN reported that soldiers oc-
cupied schools while children were present, potentially endangering their lives, amid concerns that children 
could be used as human shields.47

The UN verified the military use of 115 schools in Myanmar in 2022, mostly by the armed forces or allied mi-
litias.48 GCPEA identified at least 46 reports of the military use of educational facilities in 2022, as well as 34 
incidents of schools or universities that were attacked while being used for military purposes.49 Since it was 
unclear how many of these incidents overlapped with the UN count, they were not added to the number of 
military use incidents verified by the UN, to avoid double counting. Examples of military use included:

• Local media reported on January 6, 2022, that Kalay Technological University was occupied and used as a 
position from which to fire artillery shells in Sagaing region; the university was then reportedly attacked by 
rival forces on March 16, 2022, and on September 19, 2022.50 It remains unclear whether the university 
was occupied throughout this time, or sporadically.

• On January 11, 2022, around 300 people were abducted in Letyetma village, Magway region, and held at 
a school, as reported by local media Democratic Voice of Burma.51

• On January 30, 2022, a drone attack was carried out on a military checkpoint stationed at Shwebo Univer-
sity, Shwebo township, Sagaing region, reportedly killing and injuring soldiers, according to local media 
Democratic Voice of Burma.52

• On April 4, 2022, a school was allegedly used as a base in Tanja village, Putao city, Kachin state, for at least 
three days, as reported by the BBC.53

In 2023, the UN verified the military use of 82 schools.54 Also in 2023, the UN reported that 27 schools were 
vacated.55 Separately, GCPEA collected at least 16 reports of the military use of educational facilities.56 Six of 
these were attacked while being used for military purposes. Since some of these may overlap with the UN 
count, they were not included in the total number of military use incidents, to avoid double counting. Examples 
included:

• On February 17, 2023, in Ayadaw town, Monywa district, Sagaing region, around 50 residents were re-
portedly arrested in Lel Di ward and detained at a school, as reported by local media Democratic Voice of 
Burma.57
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• On February 20, 2023, an armed clash took place between a number of armed groups and the military, 
outside a high school in Tha Kyin village, Myingyan district, Mandalay region, where the military was al-
legedly stationed, as reported by local media Democratic Voice of Burma.58

• The UN reported, as of December 4, 2023, that the military had occupied schools in Maungdaw township, 
Rakhine state; as a result, the schools closed, impacting 75 students.59

Attacks on higher education

GCPEA collected three reports of attacks on higher education infrastructure, students, and personnel during 
this reporting period. In comparison, during the 2020-2021 reporting period over 20 such attacks were re-
ported.60 Authorities planned to reopen universities in May 2022, although many students continued to boy-
cott education under the military junta.61 Overwhelming demand for alternative higher education was reported 
in 2022.62 

In 2022, GCPEA identified three reports of attacks on higher education.63 For example: 

• On April 14, 2022, local media and Scholars at Risk reported that three vehicles from the University of 
Computer Studies were attacked with explosive devices on the Mandalay-Mattara highway, in Mandalay 
city and region. The attack affected 43 students and staff, although none were reported injured or killed.64

• On November 3, 2022, the Myanmar military fired heavy artillery rounds at Kachin Theological College in 
Kutkai, Shan state, injuring four students and causing damage to buildings, as reported by Scholars at 
Risk.65

GCPEA did not identify any attacks on higher education in 2023. 
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