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EDUCATION UNDER ATTACK 2026

Burkina Faso
Attacks on education continued in Burkina Faso amid continued violence by state and 
non-state armed groups against civilians.

Context
In 2024 and 2025, Burkina Faso remained marked by uncertainty and ongoing armed con-
flict across much of the country.1 The security situation remained volatile during the period, 
as armed groups affiliated with Al Qaeda, such as Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin 
(JMIN), and the Islamic State, expanded their influence in the Liptako-Gourma region in 
the Central Sahel, including in Burkina Faso, and carried out frequent attacks against civil-
ians and infrastructure.2 ACLED documented at least 1,004 civilian deaths in 259 attacks 
by armed groups between January and November 2024, including killings of communi-
ty leaders and Christians who refused to denounce their religion.3 State security forces 
and government-supported civilian army auxiliary group Volunteers for the Defense of 
the Homeland (VDP) were also implicated in widespread abuses.4 According to ACLED, 
Burkinabè forces and allied militias killed at least 1,000 civilians in counterinsurgency op-
erations during 2024, including at least 223 in Nondin and Soro, North region, in February 
2024.5 According to ACAPS, armed groups enforced sieges on over 40 towns and villages 
in 2024, particularly in Centre-Nord, Est, Nord, and Sahel regions, impacting humanitarian 
access and reporting. As a result, most schools in blockaded areas were closed in 2024.6 

Burkina Faso’s regional alliances evolved during the reporting period. In July 2024, it 
joined Mali and Niger in holding the first summit of the Alliance of Sahel States (AES) in 
Niamey, after the three countries announced their intention to leave ECOWAS.7 In early 
2025, the three military-led governments finalized their withdrawal from the bloc,8 con-
solidating their political and security cooperation. In September 2025, the three countries 
also announced their intention to withdraw from the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court.9 

Humanitarian needs remained severe. The UN estimated that 5.9 million people were in 
need of assistance by the end of 2024, at least half of them children.10 Also in 2024, the 
UN further documented large-scale population movements across Est, Nord, Sahel, and 
Boucle du Mouhoun regions; persistent access constraints due to insecurity and sieges; 
and an increase in serious violations against children.11 Across the country, recurrent 
displacement, extensive protection needs, and decreased humanitarian resources ex-
tended into 2025.12



2

COUNTRY PROFILES - BURKINA FASO

The conflict had a devastating impact on education. The UN reported that at least 4,100 
schools remained closed due to insecurity through late 2024.13 The UN also verified high 
levels of attacks on schools and hospitals, as well as incidents of military use of schools 
during the 2022–2024 period, patterns that continued into 2025.14 Large-scale attacks by 
armed groups, including those that killed hundreds of civilians in northern provinces, fur-
ther undermined access to education and other essential services.15 

Attacks on schools
GCPEA identified at least 11 attacks on schools in 2024 and 2025. This represents a de-
crease in the number of reported attacks as compared to the previous reporting period, 
when GCPEA identified 170 attacks in 2023 and 99 in 2022.16 GCPEA was not able to es-
tablish whether the lower number was attributable to a decrease in attacks or a decrease 
in reporting.

GCPEA identified at least ten attacks on schools in 2024. The UN reported ten attacks on 
schools in 2024.17 Separately, GCPEA identified one incident, although this was not added 
to the UN count, to avoid double counting. At least two attacks occurred in Mani, Gnagna 
province, Est region.18 On February 27, 2024, alleged members of an armed group report-
edly fired mortar shells at the town of Nouna, Kossi province, Boucle du Mouhoun region, 
which fell in a franco-Arab school and did not explode, as reported by ACLED.19 

GCPEA identified at least one attack on a school in 2025. On May 13, 2025, alleged mem-
bers of an armed group reportedly attacked a school in Diapaga, Tapoa province, Est 
region, as reported by ACLED.20

Attacks on school students, teachers, and other 
education personnel 
GCPEA identified at least one attack on a teacher during the reporting period, a decrease 
as compared to the previous reporting period, when GCPEA identified one attack in 2023 
and 13 in 2022.21 Again, GCPEA was not able to establish whether the lower number was 
attributable to a decrease in attacks or a decrease in reporting.

No attacks were identified in 2024.

One attack was identified in 2025. On August 1, 2025, in Gomboro, Sourou province, Bou-
cle du Mouhoun region, alleged members of an armed group reportedly killed a commu-
nity teacher, as reported by ACLED and local media.22
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Military use of schools and universities 
GCPEA identified one report of the military use of schools and universities. In comparison, 
Education under Attack 2024 included six incidents of military use in 2023 and five inci-
dents in 2022.23 

On November 18, 2024, the Burkinabe air force allegedly carried out airstrikes against 
JNIM militants hiding in an abandoned school and an orchard in Sebba, Yagha province, 
Sahel region, killing a number of militants, as reported by ACLED and local media.24 

GCPEA did not identify any incidents of military use in 2025.

Attacks on higher education 
GCPEA identified at least four attacks on higher education during the current reporting 
period, a similar rate as compared to the previous reporting period. Education under At-
tack 2024 included one attack on higher education in 2023 and four in 2022.25

GCPEA identified at least one attack on higher education in 2024, which occurred during 
a protest. On August 1, 2024, police intervened and allegedly fired tear gas on students 
protesting against making up classes during the vacations at the Daniel Ouezzin Couli-
baly University in Dedougou, Boucle du Mouhoun region, as reported by ACLED and 
local media.26 

GCPEA identified at least three attacks on higher education in 2025, all of which occurred 
at the same institution. During a three-week period between late June and July 19, 2025, 
JNIM reportedly carried out three attacks on the University of Fada N’Gourma, Gourma 
province, Est region, including an arson attack on campus, and a deadly attack on a secu-
rity post, as reported by local media.27 
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